The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


EUR PROCEEDINGS. 


E AN es é AR 

s yt ^ UE Meee. . Vt cl Ps 7 E E 
zt * ry E Ea sa - ? pos ee 

EN 


= n - itd 
o kad SA rs 


$e ? E 
^ ta W ox t bus - m EN 
E > só - + 


pu t E a BIS aE aM M E. box LED 
| COUNCIL or CE NSORS, - 

T m OF THEO E ae P S 
-State of VERMONT; - 
At their Semoos holden at RUTLAND, in the, i vo ! 

Year ayga C E 

Publithed by Order of the COUNCIL, For the. oon 

, Infpe&ion of the PEOPLE, in paini, | Cs 

to the XLth Seétion of the CON- - zoe 3. 

E STITUTION, oe E Er 

mi for alie. Cónifidération: of a  CONVENE ne 
TÍON of the -FREEMEN of this- aj 


to convene ‘at WINDSOR, “onte? de E - " : : 
‘Fiat de July, s 1708. p. 


^ 4 PES E 
1 E uS ae + 
i ^ d 

; OA 


- 
no 


- Printed. by ‘Awtuony. Haswatty i in Roshan; 
ae Don kth ils P CT 


x E x d ; 
ay “Te X 2 a 2 
, a i n 
> » L A 
goas > " - ves - 
< ea ? " 
m * ce x a 3 
+ C s í 
E * ^ M 
li d $ > mee “ X 2 
L ros s re r — 2 
T + M od « 
Z > à se amen à + - i i 
= il > 
: ; wN Ai al 
4 E z E " r 
i + % U < * H Pare i E 
E ` 


of 


B 


+ 
* 
"P 
Ñ - 
* t 
E 
Li 
* 
* M a 
` 
v 
] 
< 
* 
a 
^ 4 
X 
; 
ot 
* 
4 
^ 1 
Lj > 
9 
i 
à ~ 
EE 


x 
d 
E “Y 
Pa t N 

EP SR a ^ wo ue 

" H E c-— 0x Da a Sa a = 
" i 2 MEL. Ea . ir T < 

x l i - EE "D ud 

o. x ; n RO p H 7 

p ^ 


r 
E = 
pt ^j ca ps s x 9 E R 
P. a E : 2 ES A 
- ^ e Ç ` a ] E " 
T4 Ns . > E Ea 
A e TT PEN 2 " + p ey ny ^ 
x EI 5 b b e b * 
* ' y P 
my Ld Y 
Ned t 2 Cy 
Y 
4 7 x = E Temo N E 
M » 


STATE or VERMONT, . ` 


. Yn Couner of Censors; Nov. 30, 1792.. 


dee Fanion of she STATE of 
. VERMONT. O > 


CX TE have now the honor to. fubmit to 


. your confideration fuch amendments in 


the conftitution ‘of this, ftate, as have appeared 


tous the mof advifeable.~ 


. A 


“é 


Seúfible that ‘experience alone can evince the 


utility of political inftitutions, we have directed 


Gur attention rather to remedy the few incon: ^ 


-veniencies, which have been found in the prefent 


conftitution, than to introduce theoretical im- | 


provements; the iflue of which might be 
doubtful, atid perhaps might have a tendency, in 
"theend, to mar that political happinefa which we 


have alréady attained. 


One inconvenience, we conceive, ‘to be, the’ 


velting of all legiflative powers in a fingle and. 
numerous body ; their numbers, which are ne- 
celfary, iti order fully ta comprehend all the 
national interefts, paffions, miahneis, and fénti- . 
mentéto which laws ought ta be adápted, tend, 

to encúmber difcuflion, and fubje& fuch legiao ^— — 
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tures, frequently, to-hafly and crude determina. 


, s tions. ‘This, we have appreliended,. to be a 


> principal reilon, why fo many amendments, ex-. 
planations, and alterstións, have been conflant- 
ly found’ neceflary, fa our laws :-—to remedy 
thefe inconveniences, by introcuciig!a more dt- 
liberate difcuffiea, ia the proceedings ef the lee 
giflature, we have .propoled the addition of a 
Senate, who: fhall have diftiné power, and an 
equal voice, in all affairs of legiflation. To fa- 
cilitate their deliberations, they are to be léefs nu. — 
amerous than the houfe of reprefentatives y” we 
have taken care, neverthelefs, that the fenate hall 
be in the fulleft fenfe, reprefentatives of the peo- 
ple, and amenable to them, for their conduct, as 
much as the members of the other branch; and - 
have fo provided for their ele&ion as to give a 
different. combination; and a more collective 
view, of the interefts which they reprefent :— 
this we conceive, will’ introduce more delibera-. 
' xion into the bufineís of legiflation, and give 
to each branch, au opportunity of correcting. 
- many errors, which may otherwife efcape atten. 
tion, — EINE CL 
We have thought it inconfiftent with the prin» 
ciples of a free government, chat the executive 
lhould have a negative on the-proceedings of the 
legiflaturé ; neverthelefs, as the executive have ^ 
an opportunity of obferving all difficulties, 
whieh arife in the execution of laws, and are.the 
dag Da . centre 
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JS E e m uo ER T a 
centre: of information, upon that fubje&, we | 

. judge ft néceffary, that the legiflature fhould | 
. be availed of. -fuch information :=we therefore — 
-propofe, that all a&s, before they pafs into Jaws, 
fhali he laid before the executive for revifion :—. 
they ate however to make no leading propo- 
fitions, but fimply to:flate their objections, if 
any they find, with their-reafons, “in writing, 
to the legiflatüze y. who Rill areto hare the fole 
power of paflinglams. co o 


| The other ameüdments are fuch, as, we are 
. induced to believe, will better explain the feveral —— 
articles, and prevent the palng ex fof fafo laws, ` 
and make the pra&ice, in the different branch. -. 
es of government more uniform. * co 


E H 


' In examining the proceedings pf the legifla 
tive and executive departments of this govern- ` 
ment, during the lalt feptenary, we are happy to 
find no proceedings which we judge unconititu= 
tional or deferving of cenfure, ~ ^ — "s 


The feveral. taxes, in our opinion, have been 
juftly laid; except where the legifla*ure have’. 
doomed, ina few jaftances, tovis, more than the - 

. amount of their lifts, as returned by their liflers ; 
which has thrown an unequal burthen-on the 
collectors of thofe towns— he public monies, 
we find, have been expended with economy y and 
the feveral taxes, have been, generally collect. 


Ld 
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ed. The flatement hereunto annexed will thew 
the feveral delinquencies. 


On a tetrofpeêtive view, it gites us ¿e 
to Obíztee, the many valuable improvements 
which have been made in this government, fince 
the frt formation, and the mild and equal ` 
energy, which, by fuch improvements, has been - 
added to the acminiftration, and the encteafing 
happineís of the citizens, in the fecurity of their 
rights. 


It has been our anyious endeavdur, to add 
fomething to thole improvemencs.— Quit arrange- 
ments, on this head, we now fubmir, to rhe con- 
fideration of an enlightened community ; tó 
judge of ‘their tendency, whether they are calqu- 
dated in whole, or in part, to add any thing, to 
the improvement of our prefent fyftem, to give 
a further fecurity to che rights, and an eücreafe 
nt eii to the people. 


By order of Council, . 
LI havt the honour to be, - 
d due refpezt, N 
ord oer s mi obedient, 
umble fervant, 
| SAMUEL KNIGHT, Profe. 


Atef, 
ROS, HOPKINS, Secretary, 
< The 
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CONSTITUTION « er VERMONT, . 


AS PRÓPOSED 4 THE.’ 


À E 
COUNCIL, OF CENSORS; . 
P 20. INTHE YEAR "be si 
ne. C | 
& Declaration of the RIGHTS of the Inhabitants of the STATE 
of VERMONT. 
_ ARTICLE Ln 


HAT all men are born equally frée and independent) id 

_ Certain natural, inherent, and unalienable righte, amongë l 

: which are the enjoying and defending li ife and | liberty, êcquiro, 

ing; “Poesias, ind: prote@ting property; and porfaing and obtaining. 
happinefs and fafety + Therefore, no “mute perfon, born’ in thie 

&ountry, or brought from over fea, ought to be holden bylaw; to ferve 
"amy perfon, as à fervant, fave, er apprentice, after he arrivez to the 

age of twenty one years, nor female in like manner, after the artives to 
the age of eighteen years, ‘unlefe they are bound by théir own confent, 
after they arrive to fuch age, or bound by. law fer the payment of 

debts, damages, fines, ibas erthe like. A : 


pre IL 


That private property ought to be fubfersiant to public nfes when ne- 
eefity requires it, nevertbelefs, whenever any perfon’s property Te tek] 
. Ga for the ufe of the publico the owner enm tecéivé ap equivalent 
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ARTICLE MI," 


That all mea have a natural and wnaifenable sight, to worfhip Als 
mighty God, according fo the diftstes of dir: ‘own confeiences and 


-underitandinge, as, in their opinion; fhall he regulated by the word. 


of God : and that no'man eupht to, or of right can be compelled 

to attend any religious worfhip, or ere@& or fupport any place of wore 
fhip, or maintain any minifter, contrary to the dilatas of his cen- 
feience, Ror ean any man be july depues. or abridged of any civil 
right as a citizens on ‘account of his zeligiaus fentiments, or pecus 
liar mode of religions worfhip 3 and that ne authority can, or ought 
to be vetted i in, or affumed by, any power whatever, that fhall in any 
_ cafe interfere with, or im any manner controul the rights of con. 
feience, in the free exercife of religious worfhipe *  Neverthelefy, eva 
ery fe& or denomination of chriftians, ought to abferve the Sabbath 
or Lord’s day, and keep up fome fort-of “religion worthip, which to 
them (hall feem moft agreeable to the reveiled will of God. . 


di ^ — ARTICLE IV. : E 


Every perfon within this Rate ought to find a certain remgdy, by 
having recourfe to the laws, for all injuries or wrongs which he may: 
receive in his perfon, property or charaGers be ‘aught to obtain right. 


and juftice freely, and without being obliged to purchafei it; compleata ye 


ly and without any denial; promptly and without delay ; conformably , 
to the laws. > a 
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ARTICLE V. |. va 
That the people of this fate by. their legal. "reptefentativen have. 
the fole, inhereút, and exclufive right of governing and regulating the ` 
internal police of the fame... 


* 
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ARTICLE VI. COR Sue oe l 


That all power being originally inherent i in T confequently deriva 


from the people, therefore, all officers of goverment, "Whether" ler, 
ative 
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that community, jud ged moft conducive to the public weak c 
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¿Mative or ón, arethely truftees: mà diftans 5 a ET dns 
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in a legal way, aing to, them ” : CON. 


ARTICLE VIL s o7 


+ k * 
va ns - 


E government i in: “or ought to be infitutes, fer the e common. ber 


uelit protedtion, atid | fecurity, of. the people, nation, or community, k 
and not forthe particular emolumént or advantage of any. - fingle man, . 
family, or feto? men, whe are aput only of that community x and, 


shat the community hath an indubitable, unilienabie,. and indefesfible 
right, toreform er alter government, in fuch máoner' «e fhall be, N 


ae > ARTICLE vi ME 


+ 
D 


- Thatall eleftions aught to be fide and without corruption, and that 
all freemen, having a fulicient, ' evident, common intereft with, and 
attachment to the cémmunity, haye aright to elect officers, and Be 
- elected into office, agreeably to the regulations “made in this confio 
tution. : < E i E "I 


tu 


07007 ARTICLE Hu FE 


€ 


FE 


That every member of fociety hath aright | to be protected in the ens: m 
joyment of Mfe,- libeity and property, and therefore ig -bound to. cone EN 


tribute his propertion towards the: expeneé of that proteftion, and". — 


yield his perfonal ferviee, when neceflary, or an equivalent ‘thereto, 
but ne part of any perfon's property can be juftly taken from him, or 


applied to public ufés, without hia own gontent, or that of the repre 


fentative É Mr of the freemen, noréan any man who is confeientionBy 
ferupul bearing arma, be jufly cómpatied thereto, if he wilh 


pay fuch équivalent ; y nor are the people bound by amy law but foch _ 


as they have in like manner affented to; for their common good : and 
previous to any law being made to saile a tax, the . putpofé, for whith 
itis to be raifed ought'to appear evident to the legiflature to be of more 
fervice to community dun the monty would bett pot collected. A 
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ph ARTILE x 


Phat] la all profecutiona for criminal offences « gerfon bat x dobe 
tobe heard by himfelf and hin counfel y j te demand the eie and mec > 
tureof his accufation ; to be Confronta s with Ale inf 7 t5 call, 

+ for evidence in his favor, anda! a public, tial by ain Sparta Jury + 
_ ef the country; without th eur content of which jury he 
cannot be found guilty y mor be compelled to give -evidence de 
ging himfelf ; morcan fy perfon be juty deprived of hie Theri, 
_ Bxcept by. the laws of the land or the judgment > hi "pora. 


>. 


ARTICLE XI. T 


That tlie people have > r'e < to hold themfelves, their Houfes, pie 
pers, and políeffions free. Tran, search er feisure, dnd therifore Ware ' , 
wants, without oath or affirmation firf mude, affording fufficient — 
feundation for them, and whereby any officer or meffenger mày he 
-comimanded and required to fearch. fufptéted places, or to felze any 
‘perfon or perfons, his, her or their property, not particularly defexihed,. 
‘are contrary to that right and daghe notto be paea, 


+. 


(7005 ARTICLE XI 


Phat when any iffue in fa&t; proper. for the cognieanóe ofa jury, d 
- Joined, in a court of Jaw,. the parties have-a right So "trial by uidi 
. which ought to beheld facred. e à 


w 


“ARTICLE xul. ` » 


» 


-* That the people have aright to freedom of arzh, we - "A 
aad publithing their fentiments, concerning the tranfictidirot governe : 
ment, and therefore the fi¢sdom of the pref ouglit nog, "to be 

trineo ii: l l há 
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_ARTION xiv. E l 7 


“the gina inva, fpeech, boi debate, in the lepifature, 
is fo” effential' to the rights of the people, that it cannot be the founda- 

- tion ofany áccufation or profecutions sition a or complaint in any other 
` ‘court or place: baies, DE 
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ARTICLE xv, Uo UU n 

 ‘Thepower of fafpending laws, or the execution of tim, ought ney. ` - 

erto be ‘exercifed but by. the legiflature; or boy: authority derived from - 

it; to be exercifed in feb particular cafes, ario conititution, ar the - 
‘Togitatare ihal} provide for, - e 2 
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. ARTICLE XVI. & 


That the ` people haye 3 sight to bear arms fof the defence of 
themfelves and the Ante and: as kending armilea intime of peice. tre 
dangerous to liberty, they ought net: to be kept up, and that the. mili» 
tary fhould bé kept under ftriét fabordidation to and governed br the 
«ivi power . . 


EI - 8 


| ARTICLE XVII. m 01 


Phat as porton i in, tiia fate cin in any tafe be, Medda lw mt 
fig, or to nay pondities or pains by virtue “af that law, éxcept thofe aga~ 
ployed in the amy, and the militia‘in “atual greg, ~ ~ 


Ed * 5 N 


- a l 
"t e o ARTICLE xvin mE UU 


That Frequent recurrence to fundamental prin diet, and a firm ad» 
herence to juffice, moderátion, temperance, induftey, and Frugality, 
are abfolutely neceffary : to preferve the bleilings of liberty, and keep 
government free; the people ought, therefore, to pay particular ate 


tention to thefe peints, in the choice of officers. end reprefentatives, 
l o 2 E e dod, 


P 
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12 | | 
and have aright, in alegat way, tô xad a due and ontant regard — 


te them, from thei legiflatora and magiftrates, in; making andaxsaute 
ing fuch ume as dre nafar for the E" ou af the fate. 


ARTICLE xx 


ht all prople have a natural and inherent right N nig fom 
ont Rate to another that will receive thess, 


oe 


i l ARTICLE xX. 


a 


“That the people have aright to affemble together te confult for thele 
Common goed--to inftru£t their reprefentativer-and to spply to ths 
Vegiflsture for redreís of grievanew, by dirai, petition, èr temona 
fne, i 


L 


ARTICLE XXI, 


“Shatra perlon thall-be liable tobe tranfported eut of thie state for 
trial for ny offence committed within the fame, 
ARTICLE XXU | 


Al Es of m to aRablith a perpetuity ef abate, while it 


"hike away the right el difpefal of the one hand, hos a died ten 
deney to abridge the equal right of cequidition om the othe—~Jlns 
taila therefore are again: common right and ovjhtaot to be allowed, - 
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CHAPTER I 
PLAN OR FRAME OF GOVERNMENT. 
SECTION A, 0O 
HE State of Vermont (hell hereafter be — 
A governed by a Governer, Lieutenant Go» 
vernor, Senate, and Houfe of Reprefentatives of 
the Freemen of the fame, in manner and form 
following. * . M. MP e 


“SECTION Hl. ` F 
The fupreme legiflacive power (hall be vetted 


in the Senate and Houfe of Reprelentatives, - 


_ SECTION HL ^... —— 
For the firft feptenary, or feven years next af- 
ter the amendments of this conftication Shall be 


adopted, the Senaçe hall be compofed of mem- 
. bers from the feveral counties in this fate, ap- 


rtioagi.in manner follawing—-The county of 
nnn. fhall have a right to elek (wor the ` 


refpectively, three—the counties of Addifon and 
Chittenden, one each, the: county of Orange, 


two, and every new county, when formed and 


organized, one, : But no county out of which a 
new county ¿hall be formed, fhall have a right 
: Ñ ` l : . f Ñ x to E y 


P 


ccunues of Windfor, Windham and Rutland, u 


i$ O 
to ele& more than ônê Senator,runlefs there Mall 
be more than 10,000 fouls remaining in that 
county, agreeable to the laik cenfus, „And forev- 
er after each county may ele& ‘one Senator for . 
every eight thoufsnd fouls, in fuch county; and — 
any county fiot containing that number may elect — 
one Senator, For which purpofe thé freemen of 
this ftate (hall affemble, in their refpe&ive towns, 
or places for electing reprefentatives, on the firi 
Fuelday of September, : annually, and vote, by - 
ballot, for the number of fenators their county 
- fhall have a tight to elect, which. votes (hall Be ^ 
` fesked up, by the prefiding officer of: fuch meets 
Ang, (in the prefence of the freemen) who fhail 
write thereon, votes for Senators, and the name” 
of the town where taken, and within fix days.af- 
ter the day of election, deliver the fame to one 
of the Judges of the county court in the fame 
county, and the Judges of faid court hall meet . 
at the place where the county court of faid coune . 
¿ty was lab holden, on the third Tuelday of Sep- 
‘tember annually, and proceed, publicly, to fort 
and count faid votes ; and the perfon or- perfons 
having the greateft number of votes fhall be des. 
clared duly elected, and if any two or pes who | 
are higheft in nomination, fhall have $8 equal 
. number of votes the faid Judges Mall 
decide the choice between them by lot. And a 
certifieate of faid choice, figned by ‘a majority of 
the Judges, (hall be fufficient.evidence of shelf 
tori. RECON l N E N 


Ç le 


ah 


ARTICLE 


50.7 E. 23. 

AxTicix 3: No perfon hall bedigible to 
the office of Senator until he fhall have arrived. 
to the age of thirty years. ae TE R 


à ARTICLE 3: The: Judges of the county n 


court fhalt be ineligible to be elected Senatori 


^ while exécuring the office of Judges. Nor thali 


a 


any Senator, while holding that office, hold or 
execute aby office in the judicial department. — 


"T SECTION IV. ^ > 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives:fhall be cómo 
pofed of one member from each town in this 
fate (which at the time.of election íball eonfift . 
of forty families) to be chofen by the freemen — 
of fuch, towns reípeikively, by ballot, on the 
Brit Tuefday of Septéfnber, annually, — .— 


- Anriere 2. And if it fhall fo happen that 
ariy perfon who is elected a reprefentative, halt 
hikewile be chofen a Senator, the fresmen:of fuch 

town opon being notified theteef, 8c of the perfon% 


` Acceptance (after being duly warned) may meet 


it anytime, previous to Me fecond Tueíday of 


- Oober following, and cheofe fome other meat 
' perfon to reprefent fuch town for the year enfo- 
Mg. zd aos | l e 


2 + 


— AAwTICLE 3. Andiincorder that thecitimems — 


on 
ell net reat of forty ee | 
E i EE: IE 


of tie Raie may enjoy equally the benefits of ` 
mian, the freemen:of any town which 


ete 


16 - "IS i 
the day for-eleóling repreféntatves, with the 
freemen of any other town or towns ot. like de-: 

. Seriptión, to complété the number of forty tamie’ 
ilies, and choofe, by ballot, que .repreíentative, 
“(but à majurity of all “the votes in; fuçh towns. 
- dhall be neceffary to thechoice of a.teprefenta- — 
. tive) and a certificate. of the choice, from the - 
prefiding officer, (hall be fufficient evidence of 
the election, Ce, DI OM d 


Aw 
- 


A |. SECTION V. + -— 5: 
- -Thefenate and houfe of reprelentatives thus 
chofen, fhaH meet on. the fecond Thurfday of 
. October, next after-theireleétion, at fuch place 
Shall be appointed by law, aad fhail be ‘ftiled 
Tre LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF VER- 
MONT. ` Ac M 


- ARTICLE 2. A major part of the members 
-of each houfe hall be neceffary to. conftiute a 
quorum to tranfa& any bufineís except that of 
- adjourning from day to day, and before they. 
proceed to any “bufinefs, other than choofing . 
their neceffary. officers, each. member [hall 
take the following oath. |. ird i: 


“ Yen > do folemnly fear. (or affirm) 
that as a member of thé legiflature of the fase of 
Vermont, you will wot propofe or ajent to any Bill, 
vote, or refolation,which jhall appear fo you inja- 
^ vious to ibe people, nor do or comfent to any al or 

. ting whatever, that [ball have a tendency to lefin 


e O & 


: a a l 
arah priviieges, éy decared By 
“the cenjfbttution of this fate, dat will in all tbénes 

condal? your [iif as cx Eene riprefentetivo (er fa 
ator, as the caje may Ge} and puerdien of tér po 
| according te jour Erik Judgment axe nter? 
In cafe ol an oath, Se Bep yte Ged, and in cala 
of an affirmation, ander the pains ax penalties. 
rerjary. Aad no religious teft Gall ba required 
of any member of the leaiflatare. x 
- SECTION TI 
“The Lieutenant Gaveraor [hall be Piefdear 
of the Senate, except when he (hall exercifa the 
“office of Governors during which time, or in 
his abfence, the fenate fhall appoint dae of their 
on members, their prefident, and the prefident 
fhall have a cafting but no other vote. u T 
enin a SECTION VII . T 
Each boule hali chule their own neceffary of- 


NE a ty 
ar abridge their rights aud p 


E 
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Kcers, and judge of the ele&ion and qualifica. . - 


tion of their own members. They (hall -have 
power to compel the attendance of ablent mem- 
- bers in fuch manner as.they (hall. deem expedi 
ent; determine the rules of their own proceedings 
«—punifh their members by admonition or expul- 
fion for diforderly behaviour, but they fhall noc 
expel any member for caules known to his con. ` 
Rituents, antecedent to his ele&ion.. And the 
two houtes (hall have all the powers neceffary 
for the legiflature of a = and a ftate, 
TT. : : ut c 


x 


sR 


l a N n `A 9 E E ~ o à e 
But they (hall. have no power to add te, wi. 
abolifh, of infringe any part of this eonftitution, 

É m e E | ` MR. 


SECTION VI | 

. Each houfe fhall keep fair journals of its pro- 

. ceedings, and publith them immediately after 

. every feffion, except fuch pare as may require 
fecrecy ; aod the yeas and nays of the members, - 

¿Ga any queltion, fhall, at the debre of any mem- 

_ ber, be entered on the journals. 


SECTION IX. - 
The ftile of the laws of this fate in future to 
be paffed, fhall.be, He it enacted by tbe Sénate and 
Houfe of Reprefentatives of tbe Rate of Vermont, 


SECTION. X. ^" o) 
. The doors of each houfe Mall be open, (ex- 
cept the bufinefs immediataly before the hovfe 
may require fecrecy,) and neither Houfe (hall ad. 
-Journ more than two days, without the confeñt 
of the other. . 8 at 


4 SECTION XL | — 
The houfe of reprelentatives may impeach a- 
ny of the officers of government, for’ mal-ad- 
." miniitration, and the Tenate fhalt try all ime 
ptachments, — M m 
No fentence on impeachment (hall extend furs” 
- ther than removal from, or difqualifying for of- 
fes. and the awarding of cofts, >. > - > 
| l SECTION ` -. 
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; SECTION Xl. eu “ea, : 

* AH bilte for railing a revenue fhali originate 
in the houfe of reprefentativer, but the fenate 
may non-concur or propofe alterations ct amende 
ments; and all other bills may originate in ei. 
sher houfe. ©- uu NC M 

SECTION, XIH. TEE 

. No money fhall be drawn out of the trealüry, 

wnleís firk appropriated by a& of legiflation. 


SECTION XIV. 


No perfon ought in any cafe. to be declared ` 


guilty of treafon or felony by the legiflatute, 


l SECTION XV. 

No perfon fhall be elé&ed à fenator or repres 
feotative until he has refided two years in this 
ftate, the laft of which [hall be in the county, 
town, or déitri€t for which he is eleéted,. . 


s SECTION XVI. 
No member of either. branch of the legifla- 


ture fhall, dire&ly or indiredtly, receive any fee - E 


or reward, to bring forward or advocate any 
‘bill, Rion, or other bufinefs, to be tranfacted 
in the legiflature, or advocate any caufe, as 
council, in either haute of legiflation, except - 
when employed in behalfof the Rare, + 


. SECTION. 


2 


to 


M" SECTION XVII, 
"Fo the end thar laws before they are enacted: 


` may be more matutely  confidered, and haity. de. | 
“terminations as much as. poffible prevented, eves - 


ry bil! chat (hall have paffed the. ‘enate,and honfe 
of reprelentatives Mhal, before ir becomes: 4 
law, be prefented to the governor, or perfon ex- 
ecutipg the office of governor, and council, for 
their approbation ; if approved, the "governor, . 
or perlonexecuting the office of governor, (halt 
write on the bill, approved; but if not approv~ 
ed, he hall within four days, Sundays except- 
ed, return it with their objections, in writing, 
to that houfe in which it thall- have originated, 


‘and in fuch cafe i it hall be the duty of tbathoufe. 


to reconfider faid bill, and. if faid bili Mall then 
país, it fhall be ear together with the objec- 
tions, to the other houfe, who fhall likewife res 
confider faid bill, and ilit hall again país, in 
tbat houfe, it fhall become a law of the ate, 


, . notwithftanding the ccc of the govs , 


eraor Ama council, 


B any bill fhall not be returned by the gor. 
ernor, as aforefaid, within four days nine ge 
excepted ) after it (ball have been pre ented to 
him, the:fame hall become a law, unleís an ad- 
journment of the legiflature (hall prevent its re- 
turn, in whieh cafe it ; ball not be a law.. =~ 


5 


75 SECTION 


a l oe | 
SECTION XVI >"> 

Every man of «he full age of envian 
years who is a citizen of the United States, ha- | 
ving refided in this ftate for the term of one- 
whole year next before the election ot Repreíent- 
atives,<who i is ot a quiet and peaceable behav. ` 
ior, and wil take the following oath or afirma. - 
tion, thall be entitled to ail the pro. et a. 
freeman of. this fate. c A 
Yeu folensly fiar. for. afro) that IU 
yeu give your vote or fuffrage, touching any matter 
that concerns the flate of Vermont, yor “will do if “fe 
asim your confeience yeu ell judge will mof com — 
duce tothe bet good of the fame, as efablifbed . by 

tbe nicas witbeut fear or favor T any man," 


- SECTION "XIX. E a 
Ever officer - of Mate, wieder judicial 
or executive, fhall be liable to impeachment by 
- the houfe of reprefentatives, either when in office 
or after his refignation or removal, for. cal-ad-^ 
miniftratien, and no trial on impeachment (hall 
be a bar to a a profecution at lam, — 
Y 

: SECTION XxX. 
Laws for the encouragement .of virtue and. 
prevention of vice and immorality, ought to be 
conftantly kept in force and duly executed : and | 
-a competent number of fchools ought ta be 
= maintained j jn ei town, for the convenient in- 

f tu&ion: 
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ftructign-of youth 3: and. one or more grammar | 
` fchools be incorporated and properly fupported, - 

in each county in'this ftate, And all religious . 

focieties, or bodies of men, that may be hereal- 

- ter united or incorporated, for. the advancement 
of” religion and learning,. or for other pious 
and, charitable - purpofes, hall be encouraged 

“and prote&ed in the enjoyment of the privileges, 
immunities and eftates, which they in juitice 
ought to enjoy, under fuch regulations as the le; 


- 


giflature of this ftate thall dire&t, 


e 
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CHAPTER I. | 


2 EXECUTIVE 
SECTION L 


T "HE fupreme executive power (hall be vets. 
«JL edin the gevernor, or in his abfence the 
Jicuenant governor, or in cafe of the abfence 
or difability of both, in-fuch perfon as the le, 
giflature fhall appoint. 


| SECTION II. 
The governor, lieutenant governor and trea: 
furer fhall be chofen in the following nana 


^. 


& 
! 


| | : (Bos ES 
' The freemen thall, on the day appointed for the 
election of fenatars, vote, by ballot, for the ptr- 
fona whom they would have for governor, liev- 


tenant governor and Treafurer, by writing their — 


names fairly, on Seperate pieces of paper, and 
the prefiding offieer of the refpective- meetings: 
fhall (in the prefence of the freemen) (eal up the 
feveral feperate parcels of votes, and- write on: 
them votes for governor; lieutenant governor oF 


treafurer, aa the cafe may be; and the mame of. - 


the town where taken, and fign his name to the: 

fame, and deliver faid votes, fo fealed up, tá - 
the réprefentative,of that or füme other town or > 
diftriét, chofen for the enfuing: year; and at the 
opening of the two houfes of the legiflature, . 
there fhall be a committee appointed, from the 
fenate and houle of reprefentatives, who, after. 
being fworn to the. faithful :difcharge of their 
truf; (hall receive, fert and: count faid votes, | 
and the perfon having a majority af votes, for ` 
either office, (hall be duly ele&ed to faid office, - 
But if there be no choice, the fenate and houle : 
of reprefentatives, by their joint ballot, íhaM - 
make choice of fuch officers, PA us | 


^. SECTION IH. | JE 
` | The governor, and in his abíence the perfor - 
éxercifing the office of governor, thall have pow. : 
er to commiffion. all officers, and alfo to appoint : 
officers (except where provifion is, or fball be ge . 
therwife made by law or this frame of. governe . 
"de ` ment,) 
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ment,) and fupply cath Vacaiey in any “olla, 
| occaftoned by death or. ctherwife, until the office. ` 
can be Billed by law, or tbis conftitution, . ‘He 
hall have power to correfpond: with other Ítates; 
traníatt bufideft with officers of-gavettiment civ. 
ilar military, and prepare futbbufiseís dito him- 
fall appear neteffary to Jay before the legiflat- | 
pre, . He hall have power œ grant párdons, 
. and remit fines, in all cafes whatever, except in^. 
treafon, murder and: impeachment; Jn which. 
cales only the degiffature may grant pardons 4 
“but the governor may gratit reprieves until the” 
. rifing of the then nextfeffion of the Iegiflature, 
. He fhal! take care that the laws be faithfully ex: 


ecuted, and expedite the executión of fuçh mea . 


fures as may be refolved upon by the Jegiflaturez 
'and he may lay embargoes, or prohibit the ex- 
portation of any commodity for a time not ex», 
ceeding thirty days, in thé recefs of the. legifla- > 
ture, He fhall have power to call together the ^ 
two houfes of the légiflature, when neceflary, be. 
fore the day to which they Shall fand adjourned, 
He hall be captain genetal and commander. in 
chief of the forces of the Mate, 0s 00 7 


Co e SECTION IV. 

(7. "The lieutenant governor. fhalt be: lieutenant 
P of all the forces of this ftare in SERIEM 
his office, va DN 
"SECTION | 
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os ` menen Y RV 
É The il mar. appoint * kacat fer 
Bile and his comncih - Za 


gacriow. vL je ua 
No peifon fall be eligible to: the okice af: "m 
ana ^or lieutenant goveraor, until hé (hall 


ago a 
=$ 


Wave reficed in this tate four ygars:next. pee 


ing t the day of his eit&ion. E de RE 

No: ‘perfon fall be eligible coche 'affice of gos 
verhor Until he: Mal- Laad tor die age of rey 
five years. = E ^ 7 á > 


No perfon. ‘hall be eligible to he. office of x 
lieutenant goveraór until RS. fhall have. arrived 


eld of whiny year, - ; 
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Pe de ' SECTION. vil. 
“The fetiate . and: houte of iéprefentarivae ‘Shall 
anual ele&t- four perlons, in the fáme manner 


they are tó ele& judges of the fupreme court, 


who fhall. be called the adivifory council (but 
they hall not choofe menbeía- of: either houfe 
Of the fegillacóre) and fhali meet with the goter- 
nof at every feffion of the leg: Nature, so. advife - 
with hits in granting pardons, remitting fines, 
living embargoes, revifing bills paled by the le- 
giflature, and in fuch other cafes as the governe 
o Kal deem neceffary, 
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^ , SECTION ‘VIII. M 
No perfori fhall be capable of holding or .ew 

ércifing more than one of the following offices, . 
at the fame tinte, viz; gnvernor, lieutenant gove 

ernor, advifory council, judge of the. fupreme 

court, treafurer of the ftate, fenator, reprefenca- . 
tive, furveyor generat, fheriff, fenator or repre» 
fentative in: congreís. Nor.:(hall any perfon 
holding any office of profit or truft, under the 

authority of Congrefs, be eligible as one of the. 
advifory council, orto any appointment in either. 
branch of the legiflatu:e, nor. (hall he be capable 
of holding any executive, judiciary, or dvilitary 
office under this (tate. | | 


SECTION IX. | k 
All commiffions fhall be, in the nama of the 
freemen of the ftate of Vermont, fealed witk 
the ftate feal, figned by the governor, or in hig 
abfence by the ciej exercifing thc offite of go-' 
vernor, and attefted. by the fecretary of ftate, 
which: feal (hall be kept by the governor. 


|. ` SECTION X. 
The treafurer of the ftare (halk. before -the 
governor, give fufficient fecurity to the fecretary 
of ftate, in behalf of the legillature;- and each 
High Sheriff before the firit Judge of the Coui- 
ty Court, to thé Trealurer of the reípe&ive 
counties, previous tô their refpectively entering 
Japon the execution of their offices, in fuck 
| d manner 


U 


ghe Legiflature. 


E | ; EL A 

wianner, and in fuch fums as fhall be directed by 

| SECTION XI: ^ o 

The treafurer's account. fhall be anovally au 
dited, and a tair ftate thereof laid- before the le». - 

giflacure; at their feffion in October. 


t 7 


‘CHAPTER Iv. 
= JUDICIARY, 


“SECTION L 


TOHE judiciary department hall confift of... 


-* AL one fupreme:court, a court of chancery, | 


dus EE 


ànd a county court in each county, courts of | 
probate in each diftri&, and juftices of the peace, ; 


Either honfe'ot the legiflature may, by ballot, — 
nominate or elect the judges of Tuch courts, ma- ` 
jor generals, brigadier generals, fecretary of: 
itate, and. theriffs $ and alfo without ballot, no- 
minate er ele& jufticea of the peace, and: trank 
mit fuch nominations within two days to the other : 
boufe, for their approbation, but fuch- eleétion 
fhall not be. valid, until approved of by the = 
her houfe': if the other houfe do not approve, ; 

P T no É wor a, ENSE 
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` shey fball make a nomination, dad cranfmit the. 
faxe to she hoghe in which the eleftico was firi- 
made, if both honfes do not agree in any fech 
€noixce in that cafe both houfes Hall, by joint bal~ 
Jo: elect fuch officer, © -+ HO 


| ' SECTION I, 
The juiges of the fupreme, chancery, county, 
and probare courts, fecretary of fate, theriffy,- 
nid juftices of the peace Thall be ele&ed annual- 
y. : 504 l "nm. 


=, SECTION III | 
- Courts of fakire Shall be maintained in every 
coumy of this (fate, and alfo in new counties 
wea formed, whieh courts hal be open for the: 
trial of ali caules proper for their cognizance, 
and juítice bati be therein impartially adgiiaif-- 
teres, without corruption or unneceffary delay. 


The jadges cf the fupreme court fhal! be juf- 
tices of the peace throughout the ftate, and the. 
fevscal judges of the county courts in: their re». 
fpe&tive counties, by virtue of their office, exe- 
pc in the trial of fuch caufes as may be aps 
pealed to the county court. ks AN 


SECTION IV. e 
Trials of (Huet, proper for the cognizance of 
a jury, in the fupreme and county courts, hall 


Je by jury, except where parties otherwile agree; , 
a : à and | 


zra 


| 

and great care eughr te be taken to prevent oors ` 
: rüption of. partiality, in the choice and rénto” i 
or appointment of juries. — ae ae 


SECTION Y a 
All profecutions hall commence, by the au 
‘ thority of the fate 0 Vermont=—all indi&ments 
fhall conclude with thefe words, again? the pegce 
end digeity of ibe Bote. And, all fines fhall be' ` 
propormoned-to the offences, 7 O 


SECTION YL lz 
.- The perfon of: a debtor, where there is not 
Rrong ptelumption of fity , (hall not ‘be tona 
tinued in prifon after delivering up and affigning 
over, bona fide, all his eftate, real and perfonal, 
in poleas, reverfion, or remainder, for the ufa 
of 


af 3 
£. 


of his'creditors, in fuck manner as hall be here» 
after regulated by law. Ani all prifoners, un- 
lefs in execution, or - committed for capital of- 
fences, when the proof is evident, or prefompe : 
tion great, fhall be bailable by fufficient fureties s. - 
nor (hall excellive bgil-be nazied for bailable 


offence — 
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CHAPTER Y - 


SECTION L |; T 
CT ^ HE legifiative, executive and judiciary dez . 
T partments. (hall be feperate and diftin@, fa 
that neither exercife the powers properly belongs . 


ing to the other. 


. . SECTION IL : 

"The inhabitants of this ftate thall be trained 
and armed for its defence, under fuch regula 
tions, reftriftions, and exceptions as congreís, . 
agreeably to the coaftitution of the United States, 
and the legiflature of this Rate hall dire, The 
feveral companies of militia hall, as often as va- 
cancies happen, elect their captain and other offi- 
cers, and the captains and fubalterns hall nom. 
inate and recommend the field officers, of their . 
re{peétive regiments who fhall. appoint their fta& 
officers, me oe 


SECTION IL  . :: 

As every freeman to preferve his independence 
(if without a fufficient eftate) ought to have fome ~ 
profeffion, calling, trade or farm, whereby he 
may honeftly fubfift, there can beno neceffity - 
for, nor ufe in, eftablifhing offiees of profit, the * 
ulual effects of which are dependenceand fervili, 
> X RALO OR a 


. ID a I 
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sy unbecoming freemen, in the poffeffors or ex > 
pectants, and faction, contention and difcord a~ : - 
inong the people. But if any man is called inè - 
to public fervice to the prejudice of his private: 
affairs, he has a right to a reafonable campenfa- 
tian, and when ever an office, through intreafe 
ef fees ot otherwife, becomes fo probable an ta 
eceafion many tó apply fer it, che profits ought 
to be leffened by the legiflacuré. And if any of. 
ficer (hall wittingly and wilfully take greater fees : 
than che law allows him, it (hall ever after dife. 
- qualify him from holding any office in this itate 
«until he (hall be reftored by act of legiflation, 


. Every officer whether; judicial, executive, or |” 
military, in authority under this (tate, before he 
énters upon the execution of his office,- hall 
take and fubfcribe the following oath. or alfirma- 
tión of allegiance to this ftate (unleís he hall 
produce evidence that he has before taken che 
fame) and alfo the following oath or affirmation 

of office (except military officers, :and ‘fuch as . 
Sali be exempted by the legiflature) vix. 


The oath or affirmation of allegiance. > | 
.. You de folemnly fear- (or afficm) that you will 
he true and faithful to the fate of Vermont, and 
that yeu will wot, diretily or indireBly, do any aff 
er thing injuriods to tbe. conftitution or government ` 
‘hereof, as efiabiilbed by convention, : If an Oath, 
Ad ge 


x 
So belp y jii êa it ds ‘tatoo, di ike 
pains and Peitatatts. of Peig, e 


The oir Sr affirmation of T É : 

d folintnly fiiar (ot irm} at 

Sek. wili p ly esitate the oie of, ui fot 

the Of nine uud iil: therein dO equal 

right aud jufice to all men, to the bes A itr ‘jade 

sunt and abilities, according to law. 1f an oath, 

Jo kelp you God.: Et ain sabe, Sider the 
pains and penalties of perjury. 


SECTION Y á 

AN ele&ions, whether by the people or the le- 
giflature, thail be free an voluntary : and any 
eleétor, who hall regeive ány gift or reward for 
his voce, in meat, drink, múnist, or otherwifé, 
fhall forfeit his right to jele& at that time, dnd faf- 
fer fuch other penalty ak the laws fhall dire < 
and any perfon who fhall, directly or indire&tly, - 
give, promife, or beftow any fueh' rewards, to be 
elected, fhall thereby be rendered incapable to 
ferve, for the enfuing year, and be fubje& to fuck 
further pasar asa future legi: ture that 
direct. 


SECTION YL 


~ Va mE 


tive towns ; and fot want of foch qoe in the l 
sipsity clerk’s offígé of the fate County. 
2 SECTION - 


ae SECTION vt. - NES : 
. "To deitar more-effeGually from the commif 
Bon of crimes; by continudd vifible. puniiment 
ot long duration, and to make fanguinary pun- 
iment lefs-neceffary, means ought ta be providi 
ed for punifhing by hard‘labour (hois who (hall 
-be conviéted of crimes not capital, whereby the 
'criminal hall be-employed for the benefi: ot the 
public, or for reparation QT irjuries done tó pri-. 
vate períons:: and. ali perfons, at proper. tinta,” 
vught to be permitted to-fee them at labour. 


* od SECTION VII. a 

The eftates of fuch perfons as: mdy déftroy 
their own lives (hall not, for that offence be for-. 
feited, but defeend or afcend in the fame mannet 
as if fuch períons had died in a. natural way. 
Nor fhall any article which (hall accidentally oc- - 
cafion the death of any perfon be henceforth 
deemed a deodand, or in any wile. forfeited, on 
account of fuch misfortune. - DEE OS 


e 


l SECTION IX. . "uL 

The:inhabitants of this tare (hall have liberty, 
in feafonable times, to hunt and tow! on the land 
they hold; and on other tands not enclufed ; and 
in like manner to fifh in all bdatable and dher 
Waters; not private property, under proper regu- 
lations; to be hereafter made and provided by the 
legiflaure, . | - me, É 
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| SECTION X. 
The declaration’ of the political rights as 
~ privileges of the inhabitants of this ftate,is here- 
by declared to be a part of the vonftitution of 
this ftate, and ought not to be violated on ant 
pretence whatíoever, = S 


SECTION XI. 
- In order: that the freedom of this. ftam. 
may be preferved inviolate forever,. there. 
ihall be chofen by ballot, by the freemen of this. 
itate, on the lat Wednefday of March in the 
year 1799, and on the laft Wednefday of March 
in every feventh year thereafter, thirteen perfons, 
who (ball pe choin in the manner the governor 
1$ chofen, excepting that the thirteen higheft 
- hall be declared duly elected, who fhall be cal- 
led the council of cenfors, The governor, . lieu- 
tenant governor, councillors, judges of the fu- 
preme court, members of either branch of the 
legiflature, fenators or repreíentatives.to.congrefs, 
or perfons holding office under the authority of 
eongreís, fhall be ineligible to a feat in faid coun- 
cil. And the faid, council of cenfors fhall meet. 
on the firfi Wednelday of June, next enfuing: . 
their eleótion ; a majority ot whom fhall bea. 
quorum, in every cafe except as to calling a con» 
vention, ia-which two thirds of the whole nume. 
ber elected hall agree; whofe duty it fhall be- 
to erquire whether the conftitution has been pre- 
ferved inyiolate in every part during the laft (eps. 
enay 
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- Renaty, including the year of their fervice, add. 
whether the legiflative and executive branches of 
“government have performed their duty, as guars 
diana of the people, or affümed to themíelves or 
exercifed other or greater powers, than they are 
entitled to by the conftitution: - They ars alo ^ - 
$ enquire whether the public taxes have been 
juftly laid and colleéted in all parts of this ftate ; 
in-what manner the. public monies have been - 
. difpofed of; and whether the laws have been due ~ 
‘ly executed, For (bele purpofes they fhail have 
authority to fend for . períons, papers, and re- 
cords. They ball have authority to país publie ` 
cenfures, to order impeachments, and to recom- 
mend to the legiflature the repealing fuch laws 
as appeared to them to have to hava been enatt- 
«ad contrary to the principles of this contitution. 
Thefe powers they (hall continue to have, for 
and during the fpace of one year from the day 
of their election, and no longer. The faid coun- 
cil of cenfors (hall al(e have power to call a con- 
vention, from the feveral cowns or. diítridts who 
ate entitled ta fend a reprefentative, to be ap- 
portioned as nearly equal to their numbers as may 
be, but no town to fend more than three memo 
bers, (which convention fhall meet withio two ` 
years after the fitting of faid council of cenfors3 
if there appears co them an abfolute neccffitg of 
amending any article ot this confitution whick * 
may be defective, explaining fuch as may be | 
thought not clearly exprefied ; and of adding 
ee 


E 


as 


fuch as are neceffary for the prefervatian of the 
rights and happineís of the people, but ‘the artie 
ele ta be amended and . the amendments propo 
ed, and fuch articles as are própofed. te-be-add- 
ed.or abulifhed, (hall be promulgated at leatt fix 
months before che cav appeinted for tbe ele&tion 
of fuch convention, for the previous confideras 
tion of the people, that they may have an op. 
portunity of inftru&ing their delegates on the 
futjes, ' l ‘ 
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‘hu account if (be arreovages of taxes granted fince 
n tbe Sirf. day of Fanuary 1986, and'due the a 6th 
« day of November 1792, chive of the tax for 
= raifing 30,000 dollars, and the tax granted by 
= the-legiflature, im Ofober ggz.. -->% € 
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BENNINGTON COUNTY. 
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do. - - + -2$tax—g1 28 17 10 
Dort, - + - gd —go . 1514 4 
Q =- -. T?  --9I 2 7 3 
Manchelter, - - 23 do, 4? 12 4 


Amountof Bennington county, £ 119 y e 


RuTLAND COUNTY. 


Harwich, =- - gd tax 1786 3 
do. - - da, hd myo 3 
do. - - - 5d tax —go o. 

la - - - =- 3d do. —86. o 1g 8 
do. - - + - gd do —9o 2 
do - - - - 2ido.—ogr. o 
Clarenden, - - 6 tax — 87- 3 

do `- a - 23d0,—91. 0 


. 


: £421; 6 


a 


Towns nanes that | Denomination Aum 
are delinquent, of taxes. 


d 


Rutland county brought forward £ a 17 4 
Wallingford, - 61. ba 1787 3 3 
do. - » si do. —gr g : 9 
Middletown, - do. do. 013 9 
Danby, - -- 5d do. 1789 o 3 $ 
do. - + - 51 do. —go 6 13 8 
Wells, - - +» 5d do. —89 8 12 IE 
Chittenden, - - 54 do. —go 915 7 
do. - - 21 do. —9t o.s oe 
Rutland, - - sádo. —go III 2 
Putsford, - - sido. do. 20 14 1 
do. - - 23 do. —gi 34 6 9 
Ciarenden, -- - 5d do, —go 13 8 10 
Fairhaven, = - do. do 22 5 2 
Caítleron, - - 22 do —gt 91-53 
Shrewíbury, - do, do, 19 9 
Bouitney, - - do. do, 15 3 2 
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Avvisom County. 


Salifbury, - = gd. tax1786 Lo 6 e 
do. - - hard m'y do. 6 3 
do. - = 51. tax —89 318 4 
do ~ = 2% do, —gt et: o 

£5 1 $ 


Laecefter, 


e 


owns names that [Denomination | ^re o 
due ^ 


are delinquent. -| of taxes, | | 
Addifon county brought torward, Z 5 x E 
Leicefter, - - 3d-do 1786 O 4 E 
do- > hard m’y do. ` 
Monkton, - - 6d tax —37 3 6 5 
Cornwall, - - 5d tax —90 114 Jj 
Shoreham, - - do. do o 4 H 
8 


Gerrifburgh < M. —gl II l 


CHITTENDEN. COUNTY. 


- Miffifque Tongue gd. tax 1786 £ o 6 
. do. a « = hard m'y do. o 6 
Alburgh,  - - 6d. tax —87 12 61 

do. - - + $ditax —88 24 10 
Willifton, - - 6d do.—8 o y 
do. =- + sd do. —88 18 7 
do, ^ - + 21 do.—9r 1 16 
do. -~ » sd do. —g90: 10 6 
do. e « 2 do. -9t 28-5 
Glighgaie, - - 6d, do. —87 $ 14 
do. - = 23 do —gr 3.1 
@ohnfon, - - -s5d. do. —88 8.3 
de * - + da | —89. IO 
£ n5 8 € 


rp «nd RAD 09 n n 
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^ Towns names that | Denomination 


are delinquent; T. of taxes.” 


| Amointof 


arreatapes. | 


Chittendem county, brought forward £ 115. 8 é 


Y 


EPR£xX, - - 51. do, 1789 18 8 e 
i do E om .. do (90. 32, E pe 7. 
do > = ài 7 me "10%. 
South-hero - - ade: a, 4: 
do. +. gh. cka 218 Ir 
“dor > - - ‘az QI 4 14 2, 
Burlipgton,, - -.51 | —9o 26 14. E 
— doe. a - 92 — OI Poa EE 
Jericho, - - - 5d... —9o oro 8: 
Cambridge, - - 5d. ^| do. I4 O: 
Newhuntington, da, do. ^ -c. 5 13 
- Shelburne, - -. do. do 40 9. $ 
Hinefburgh, . . do. do. o §.°10* 
arth-hero, . do: do. "017 4 
Colchefter, do. - da. 10 I5 5” 
o doe -- 2 cg ^" i.6 4: 
Fairfax, - - - do. do. . 1.8 ro 
Milton, - - - do. . do 1015 8 
Georgia, - + ado ` do ^ 35 ^ 
; Pa ra 4 7 
` WINDHAM. County. E 
Wardfborough, gd. tax 1986 . ^ £z 2 TS 
Townthend, - - 6d, do.-.-87 o: 18 8 
Wilmington, - : E do. --*90 "Y £4 
Ape - = 2% d0,---91 CIT IL 6 


UN 


wasr Cancer, 


pum dae | Pagorsiation | Arraarages. l 
acata delinqu' t do of axei, |, due 
Rali, +. > gd tax 1200 £ 1 5$ 9 
sido, ~ s e bard my: dn. : A 4 e: 
Roehelter, => ¿de tax —88 5.16. 9 
Bethel, e - edo dp, =. 0-4 £$. 
| des « - gd mgo 18 :3 dr 
Doe. on feveral | Fog DE 
bon ng io: Winds E kd 
for county, and: l 
extents now in MEN 
the Sheng hands 5d. tax —99: gray é: 
Bethel, - - «do. do. 54 6 $: 
Harford, - - 5d, —90 ` 2 15 3: 
Strafford, = + do: da^ .6 9:57 
Braintree, - «do. do... @ 9 Te. 
Windfor, - - ap + —gi 63 1a o 
foe = - do do. .. 10 2 5" 
wieh;.- - do; do. Ii 3 £x 
Waheed - do... do 41-14 6 
Pomíret,- » - do. do: -32.5 8^ 
Sharon, - -`~ dy do. 34-11 7 
Woadftack, - » do.. de 28 9 5 
Barnard =. - do da... go te 1i 
Royalton, "a do: do. §@ 3 9- 
Stafford; 4. =-= do © de: 4 4 5 
l) Ñ Lyon g 
B Orange 


LE Céu, | 


duat. names that | Denomination Ñ Arrearagós 
are delinquent, |. of taxes. - due, - 
Thetford, - .- 64, tax =-87 70.10. 
da =- = «21 do =gi 34 6 
Lunendorgh, = st do: —88 EET: 
Newbury, - - do | —89 o 15 
do. + + af . QI 37 10 
Tosbridge, - - $1. do. 1789 4/11. 
Peacham, = - do - do: H LI 
do. - - sã do —go m 7 
Fairlee,- - - 5d aR 13.0 
St Johofbury,^ - 51 . —90 - o 6 
Guildhall, » .- 3d tax 1756. - gar, 
do." -'"-^- hard m'y do. sit l 
" do. « - - Od domBro ^| 17 58 
So =- - > gido9$. 4 510 


9 d wd d n no 


a 
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‘Bennington county,. £139 9-0 
Rutland do, 196 16 6 
Addon, do. l 22 - o - 7 - 

. Chittendeo, do, — . 483 4 7 
Windham, do, |. Agab x 
Windfor, do. .- 470 11 $5 
Drange, de : 198 1-3 
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“la COUNCIL of CENSORS- 


- November 30, 1998... oo 
| HEREAS there appears to this council, - : 
c WV © for the prefervation. of: the rights and 
- happinefs of the people, an” abfolute neceffity of 
amending and explaining fevaral articles of cha 
«onftiturion of this Rate and making fome addi-. 
tion, thereto, ' , ` BED 7 o 


Therefore, by virtue of the power and authore 
ity Yehed in this council, by the 40:h {ection ef 
the frame of government, it is unanimovlly,. 


Refolved, That fourbundred and fifty copies. ` 
of the Conftitution, as reviled by this council, .. 
and the prefenz cónftititurion, be printed, for the 

- perufal of the people, and that Mr, Hafwell be. 
requetted to print and tranfmit the fame, by ex- | 
preti, to the fheriffa of the feyeral cauntiés, to be. - 
by them immediately tranfmitted to the town 
clerks of the feveral towns, tor the yfe of the ine > 
babicanis , and ibas the herit apportion ¿he 


a 


“books, fest to the town clerks, as nearly equal ay 
may bé, having refpect to the number of inhabe 
Hants in the refpedliye towne, ^. 0: 
. Rejelosd, Thar the confticution:as amended, 
des. be publithed in the Vermont Journa! and 
- Vermont Gazette, GP RR A 


^ Refelued, That the firft eanítable of each town 
jn tis Hac, be, aod is hereby directed, at leaft 
twelve dass previous to the lait Mosdag in Jone. 
next, to warn a meeting of the inhabitamp bf. 
their refpective towns, according to law, to mant 
at the ufual place of holding freemen’s meetings, 
within the fame, at two o'clock in the afternoon, 

- of the iaid laft Monday in June, then sad there. 
to clez, in the fame manne: as reprelentatives are 
elected, one member, to attend a conyeatióh, to 
be holcentor the purpofe of confidering and a> 
doping the amendments of the conftitution, ag. 
propoied by this council; And that the confta-- 
ble, or 15 cafe of bis ablence, the prefiding officer 
of fach meeting, certify the ele&ion of the pers 
fon chofen. - O 


* 


Refolved, That it be recommended te the faid ` 
members of convention, to convene on the Ark 
“o Wednefiay of July next, at the eourthoufe ia 
Windior, to take under confideraticn the amend» 
_ genis of she confticution of this fate, "m 


U 


m by this Mm and if they think: proper, a aT 
“adopt the fame mthe conftitution of. this hs MESE 

“Refolved, That the thanks of this couneil be: 
returned to the Honourable Samyel Knight, E53. 


for his fervicé as. prefident of fa guine 
their feveral felons, oe 
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- Tas, CONSTITUTION oF - 
) VERMONT. : 


NX JHEREAS all government ought to bé 
. inlkituted aad fúpported for the fe- 
eudcy and protection of the community as Toch: 
and to enable the individuals who compote it, to 
enjoy their natural rights; and the other bleflingé 
which the Auchor. of ex:ftencechas beftowed upa 


6n man ; and when ever thofe great ends of govs - 


. by#eminrom conferit, to change it; and ta 
_meafpres as to them may appear neceflary, to 
. promote their fafety and happinels. 
- rf ~ - de E-O r oe » 


ernment are not obraioed, the people have t right, M 
e Rich 


gt ge ee oS Wc a ` 

And whereas the inhábitanu of this Rate have 

- (in confideration of protection only) heretofore 
acknowleged allegiance to the king of Great 
Britain : and the faid king has not only with. 
drawn that protection, but commenced and 


- Kill continues to carry on, with unabated 


vengeance, a moft erugl and unjut war againft 
` them ; | 


P 


re Ea x f <. LB 
chem ; employia ing: therein not: ‘only rhe troops - 
pf Great Biita.n, but toreiga mercenaries, favs ` 
agés, anc fl:ves, forthe avowed purpofe-of res . 
ducing then toa total atj fobs: Mion to tlie : 
defpotic domination of the bril pailament, 
with mang more at's of ryrabny, (more tally : 
fet forth in the declaration of cóngrefs) wheres - 
by ali allegiance and Sealry to the faii king and 


his fucceffors, are diffalved and at an ends ando 


all power and authority derived f. em a bim ceafed 
in che. american colonies. 
And whereas the. teritory which now. comptes 
hends the fare of Vermont, did antecedencly of - 
_ fight belong the government of Newhanpibire, 
“and the former governor thereof, viz. his excel- 
Jency. Benning Wen: worth, eig. granted many ` 
charters of- lands and corporations within this 


ftare to the prelent inhabitants ar d others. And: ^ 


whereas the late heutena it governor Colden, of 
Newyork, with others, did, in viblarion pf the 
tenth command, cover thofe very lands : and by. 
a falle reprefentation, made to the court of 
Great Brain, in tbe year 1764, that for the . 
convenience of trade and adminittration of jut. 
fice, the inhabitants were d Grous of being an= 
nexed to thar governmect,) obtained. Jurifdiétion, 
of thole very identical lanus, ex parte, which e» 


wer was and is difagreeable ta che inhabitants, —— 


And whereas the lata: ure of the (fate of New- 
york ever have, and a fcil continue to difown the. 
G good 


- 


good people of this ftate, in theirlanded propi - 
erty, which will appear in the complaints heres 
after inferted, and in the 36 h feétion of their 
prefent conttitution, in which is eltablilheg the 
grantz of land made by that government. 


They have refuled to make re-grants of out 
lands to the original proprietors and occupants, - 
unlefs at the exorbitant rate of 2,300 dollars: — 
fees. for each towoíbip; and did enhance the 
quitrent three-fold, and demanded an immediate - 
aha of the- title derived from Newhamps - 

Ire. s ' 


The judges of their (upreme court have made 

a folemo declaration, that the charters, conveys 
ances, &e cf the lands included in the before 
defcribed premiles, were utterly null and void, 
on which faid tide was founded. Ia confequence 
of which declaration, writs of poficffion have 
been by them iilued, and the fheriff ot the couns 
ty cf Albany fent at the head of fix or feven 
hundred: men, to enforce the execution theres 
of, . 


v 


They have pafied an af, annexing a penalty - 
thersto, of thirty pounds fiie, aod fix months | 
imprifenment, on any petfon who fhould refute 
aifitting the (herb, atter being requefted, for the 
purpoie of executing writs of poffcffion, 


The 


` 
1. k 2 TES 
t fuegos 


- The governors, Dunmore, Tryon, and 
“den, have made re-grants of feveral tracts. of 


land included 15 rhe premifés, to certain favourite -> 
land jobbers in the government of Newyork, = 
in direct. violation of his britanic majelty’s ex« - 


prefs prohibition, in the year 176%. ' 


They have _¡Mued' proclamations, wherein 
they have offered large fums. of money tor the 


purpofe of apprehending thofe very perfons who. 


have dated boldly and publicly to appear in dee, 
fence of their juft rights. TS D MEE 


T hey did país twelve acts of outlawry on the 


ninth day of March, A. D. 1974; empowering 
the refpeCtive judges of their fopreme court to ae 
ward execution ot death againft-thofe inhabitants 


in faid diftriét, that they fhould judge to be ofe 


-fenders, without trial, 


They have and fill continue an unjuft claim 
to thofe lands, which greatly retards emigration- 
- qnto any letclement of this face, ` 


They have ‘hired foreign troops, emigrants: ) 
from Scotland, at tw 3 different times, And armed - 


M ^ 


them to drive us out of ‘poffeffion. - 


They have fentshe fávages on'our frontiers te ^ . 


diftrefs us, 


e 


47 
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: They have proceeded Yo ere& the counties ot. - 
Qi... sland and Glocelter, and eftabhith: courrd 
of júftice tite, after they were difcountenanced | 
by the auchorny us G ear Britain, 


The free convertian af the Rate of Newyork; 
attHarlem, in the vear 1976, unanimon/ly voted, 
“ Pea at Giltensistacrly due tó ¿he king 
Gf Great Brain, até now Cue and Owing to this 
coaventiod, of foch uiure government as hall 
be neccatier cRabilhod io this fare,” m 


' [n the feveral tages of the aforefaid oppreff: 
ions, we have penioned his britannic majefty in 
the muft hd nble manner for redrefs, and have at 
very great ex peace received leveral reports’ fa 
our favour, and in other infannes wherein we- 
have petitioned the late legiflative authority of | 
Newyork, thofe petitions have been treated with 
neglect, And whereas the local fizuation of this 
Rate from Newyork, which, at the extreme part, 
is upwards of fourkundred and fifty miles from 
the leat of that government, renders it extreme 
difficult to continue under the jurifdiétion of faid, 
Ras, d j 

Therefore it is abfolutely neceffary, : for the 
welfafe and fafety of the inhabitants of this fate, 
that it fhoulu be henceforth a free aod independ- 

ent ftate, and that a juft, permanent, and pro-. 
pet form of government fhould exift init, pela 
l o è 


3 


al from en founded onthe authority of the j pros 


gie owy, agreeable to the dire&ion. af tthe hone 


curable american Kongres. 


E 


We the reprefentatives of the aes of Vers | 
mon: in general convention met, for the exe. 


prefs purzole of forming fuch.a government 


coetcffing the goodnefs of the great governor of : 
the oniverfe fwho alone knows to what a degreé | 


of rathiy happinefs mankind may attain by pers 


fc&ing the aris of government) io permitting 


the. people of this fate, by common confent, and 

without violence, deliberately to form for them- 
felves fuch jott rales as they fhall chink beft, for 
governing their tuture ficiety—and being fully 
copvince? that itis our indipenfible duty to ef 
tabiifh fuch original principles of government ag 
will beit promote che general happinefs-of the 
people of this fate, and their polterity, and 
provide for future improvements, without par- 
tialicy for, or prejudice apainft any particular 


clas, fe&, or denomination of men whatever 
do, by virtue of authority vefed in us by our” 


conftrúents, ordain, declare and eftablith, the 


foliowing declaration of rights, and frame o 


government, to be the.conftiution of this come 


` 
€: 2^ - 
UM EJ 
A. Paan RC 


‘Sy 


"a 


moowedith, and to remain in force thsreis for- — 


ever, unaltered, excent in fuch articles as Mall 
hereatter, on experieacey be fousd to require 
improvement, and which hall, by the lame au- 
thority of the people, fairy delegated, es this 
trame 


frame of government direft4, be amended dk 
improved, for the more fei ual obtaining . an 
fecuring the great end and defiga of all govern 


ment, herein before mentioned, 


LJ 
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ent 


CONSTITUTION ` or VERMONT, 


l AS ESTABLISHED Br 1 
. CONVENTION 
7 a THAR "AE 


h 3 CHAPTER L 


$ Declaration of the RIGHTS of the Inhabitants of the stars 
E of VERMONT. 


ARTICLE Ln 2 E 


MAT M men are born equally free api ala ina heve 
certain natural, inherent; snd unalienable rights, amongik 
which are the enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquird 

dug, poffefiing, aad proteQing property, and purfping and obtainiüg 
happineía and fafety : "Therefore, ne mole perfon, bern- im this 
Wountry, or brought from over Tea, dught to be holden by law, to ferve 
Way perfon, as a fervant, flave, or apprintice, after he arrives to the. 
- age of twenty onc years, nor female in like manner, after the arrives tê 
the age of eighteen years, unlefs they aré bound by-their own confent, 
after they arrive to fuch age, or bound by law fer the” TE e 
debts, damages, fines, cofts, orthe like. A k 


2^ 
Z 


ARTICLE m. 


That private property ought to be fublérvient te publie uferwhen ne 
ty requires it, neverthelefs, wheneverany particular man's prsperty 
dy taken for the ufe of the pullis, thy owner oo to receive'an] 

valent in won. i 
K "mu _ ARTICLE 


ge "E n 
ARTICLE TH, 


háta olimen hägg natural and uhalienable ri ght. to apte. AR 
FT Gu, secordi ing tá the" diguies of their own confeiences and 
underfandings, si, in,shei¢ opinion, Mall be regulated by the word 
ef God : and that nd man eught to, or of right can be compelled, ' 
te attend any religious worfhip, or erect ar fupport any place of wore 
Ship, or maintain any minifer, contrary to the diftates of his con» 
Jelence, nor can any man be jofly deprived or abringed of any civil 
sight as a citizen, on account of his :elígious fertiments, or pecus 
liar made of religious wor(hip ; and that no authority can, or-oupht 
to be vefted.in, or sffumed by, any power whatfoever, that Mall in any 
gafe interfere with, or in any manner controul the rights of con, 
fcierice, in the free exercife of religious wrfhip, . Neverthele!’, eve 
ery fe: or denomination of chriftiass, ought to obfetve the Sabbatiy 
er Lord's day, and keep up fome fort of religious worfhip, which te 
them hall fem molt agreeable to the revealed will of God, 


- — 


ARTICLE IV. 


Berry perfon within this coatmonwealth owght to find a certain rem, 
$dy, by having recourfe to the lawn, fox all injuries or wrongs which, 
he may receive in his perlon, propercy or character: he ought to ope ~ 
tain right and juttice freely, ind without bring obliged to purchafe it s 
dompleatly and without any denial ; promptly and withont delay j fof» 
fprmably to the laws, 


* E 


“ARTICLE Y, 

That the people of this ftate dy their legal sida have . 
_ the fole,exclufive and inherent right, of governing and regulating the 
iptesnal police of the fame. 


ARTICLE VI, 


‘Phat all power being originally inherent in and confequentlyderived 
fem the people, therefore, all officers af government, whether lege 
" ative 


há U 
- NEL. 


ihaiva or executive, Nre their frutes and fervante 5 and dt all times, 


in à legal way; accountable fo them. ` l A. 


ie À ARTICLE VII, 


That government is, or ought to be inftituted, for the common bar 


nefit, protection. and fecuricy, of the people, nation, or community, . 


and not forthe particular emclument or advantage of any fingle man, 
family, or fet of men, who,are a part only of ‘that community 1 Y and 
that the community hath an indobitable, unalienable, and indcfeafible 


right, to reform or alter government, in fuch manner as fhall bey. by - 


a 


that community, judged moft conducive to the E wealth, ^ 


ARTICLE vin. | a 


1 x 
That thefe who ae employed in the lepiflative" and executive 
bufinefs of the Tate may be retrained from oppteífion, the people 
have a right by their legal reprefentotives, to ena€tJaws for reducing 
their publicofficers toa private ftation; and for fuppling their vacans 
sies in a conftitutional manner, by regular elections, at fuch periods as 
they may think proper, 


ARTICLE IX. 


That all ele&iont ought to be free and without corruption, and that 
all freemen, having 2 fufficient, evident, common intefeit with, and 
attachment to the community, have a right to elect officers, and „be 
elé&ted into office, 


+ 


ARTICLE X. 


"That every member of (a: levy hath aright to be pretetted ín the ens 
jayment of life, liberty and pronerty, and therefore is ‘bound to con- 
tribute his proportion towards the expence of that proteétion, and 
yield his perfonal fervice, when neceffary, or an equivalent thereto, 
bat no past of a man's property can be juftly taken from him, or 

E applied 


r 
a 


> 


ee I 
applied to public TA without his own ‘content, or that ef. tha repre» 
` fentative body of the freemen, hor can any t than who i is coufcientiouly 
ferupulous of bearing arms, be july tompeiled thereto, if he, wilt 
pay fuch equivalent ; nor are the people bousd by any law but fuch 
ar ther have in like manner aifented to, for. their fommon good : “and . 
_ previous toà any law being made to valle i à tax, the purpole for whieh 
itis to be raifed ought to appear evident to the legiflature to be of mere - 
fervicetothe community than the money would beif not olleited, - 


U 


ARTICLE XL 


Thatin s all profecutions for criminat offences a man hath a a sight 


- tobe heard by himfelf and-his «ounfel j te demand the eaufe and na. 


ture of hie accufation; to be confronted with the witnefles; to call. 
” for evidence in hia favor, and a fpeedy public trial by an impertial jury 
efthe country s without the Baanimous cónfeat of which jury he. 
cannot be found guilty ; nor can he be compelled to give evidence ze 
grin himfelf 5 norcan any perfon be Table deprived of his liberty, 
except by the laws ef the land or the judgment of his peers. 


a a ARTICLE XH, 


That the ptoplé have a right to hold dabl, their houfes, pa. 
pers, and pofféffions free from fearch or. feizure, ‘and therefore ware 
yants, without oath « or affirmation firft made, affording Sufficient 


foundation for them; and whereby any officer or meflenger may be, - 


compianded or required to fearch fufpeéted places, or to feixe any 
perba or petfons, his, her or their property, not particularly deleribed, 
are contiary to that right and ought notto begranted, ` 

"E ARTICLE XIII, 


d M 
x - 


That no warrant or writ to attach the: perfon ar efate of any frees 
holder within this date, Mall be iffued i in civil a@iona, without the pere 
fon or perfons who may keng fush wayrant or attackmegt, fir make l 

: ^1 ., wath, 
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oath, er afürm before the authority who may be raquetes te ¡fue the 
: fun, that he er uh ats in danger of La his, her; or their debte 


ME l ARTICLE EO 


t 


That when any iifue in fatt, proper for the cognizance of ot, is 


a Bn 


joined, in a court of. law; the parties have a right to vial wi jury, um 


whieh obg t to be hetd facred, AZ 


— 


ARTICLE Sy. L5 


* 
. 


"That the people have aright to freedom of eec, -and of. writing 


E ; a 
Po + 


[anà publifhiüg their. fentimente, concerning the. tranfa&tions of goverite * 


ment, and therefore the freedom of the prefs ought not to be 
_ reftrained, 


. ARTICLE. AVI, 


The freedom of deliberation, fpeech, and debate, i in the legidzture 

` is fo effential to the rights of the people, that it cannot be the fuunda- 

tion of any accufation or profeention, action or complaint in any other 
court or place whatlozver, B 


= ARTICLE XVE. - 


- The power of fulpending laws, or the execution of them, ought neve - 
ex to be exercifed but by the legiflature, ot by authority derived from ` 


it, to be exercifed in-fach particular cafes, only as thia contitution or 
the legiflatare fall exprefaly provides fo for. 


B 4 


ARTICLE xvi, 27 n . 


X e 


That the people have a right to tear arms for ‘the defence of 
themfélves and the flate—and as Randing armies in time of peace are 
. dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up, and that the- mili 


, tayy Should be keptunder 006 fubordination to and governed hy the . 


Avi) powers MEE . uu , ARTICLE 


"EE 


ARTICLE XH. ELT 


Thati ho perfon Í in this, E inan m be ipa n. 
law darti, or tó any penaities or pains hy virtue of that law, except. 
“those employsd in the sy, and the militia í in actual Ire, 


ARTICLE ` “xXx, E R 


ac 


That frequent recurrence to fundamental principles, akd a firm ade 
herence tojuítise, mpderscton, temperance, indaftcy, ami frugality, 
are apfulitory necetiary to preferve the blefiugs of liberty, ¿nd keep 
goverment frre 5 the people ought, therefor, to pay p«tticuiar at» 
tensicn to thefe points, in the choice of accts and reprefentatives, 
and havea right, m alega way, to exact a due and, conttant regard 
te tiem, from incir leg dators aud magiftrates, in making and executo 
ing [uch laws as are accellary for che ¿uod govetament of che fate. 

. 


ARTICLE XXI. 


5 


That all people have à natural aud inherent right te dans from, ~ 


one fits to another tha: will receive them, or to rorm a new ftate i ia 
, vacent countries, dr in inch countries as they can purchafe, whenever 
ab 


ey think that chereoy they c sn promote their own Mania 


w 


ARTICLE XXI L 


That the people have a right to affemble — te confult for thete 
€um:n. R gondo inítruét their reprefentatives--and to zpply to the, 
le, Ntare jor redrefs of Grievances, by kadad petition, er remon< 
firance, š 


U 


ARTICLE. XXI; 


That no perfon tali be liable to be tranfported eut of this fate fe, 
trial for any offence committed within the fame, >. 
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. GOVERNMENT. 


ge SECTION Es uec 
HE commonweaith, or ftate, of Vermont, 
(hall be governed hereafter, by a governor 
Cor lieutenant governor) council, afd an affeme 
bly of the reprefentatives of the freemen’ of the 
fame, in manner and form following : ELS 


SECTION IL 
The fupreme legiflative power hall be ited 


in a houle of reprefentatives of the freemen, QF.. 


commonwealth, or Rate, of Vermont, R : ^ 


SECTION HL. : 
The fopreme executive power fhall be vetted 
in a governor, (or, in his abfence, a liemtenant - 


ee or, end council 
ii SECTION 


cs 
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PE. section. Y. | 
Courts of juftice (hall bs maintained in very 

county ia this ftate, and alí9. in new counties 
when formed , which courts hali be. open for 
the trial of all caufes proper for their cogoizances 
and juftice fhall be.thercin impartially adminif- 
ted, without corruption or onneceffary. delay, 
The judges of the fupreme cour thall be juftic- 
esof the peace throughout the ftate, de che fevearal 
judges of the county courts, in their refpective 

eounties, by virtue of their offices, (except in the - 
trial of fuch cauíes as may be appealed to the 
county court.) | 


SECTION V. | | 
-A future legiflacure may, when they (hall cone 


. Ceive the fame to be expedient and neeeffary, e- 


reĝ a court of chancery, with fuch powers as 
are ufually exerciled by that court, or as (hall 
appear for the .iatereft of the commonwealth. 
Provided they do not canftitute tlismnfelves the 
judges of the faid court, D 


SECTION "VL 
The legiflative, executive, - and judiciary de- 


e 


partments, thall be feperate and diftinét, fo that 


neitber exercife che powers propetiy belonging t to 
the other, 


SECTION 


a Bo MS 
i ; : BEN 
scs SECTION ‘VIE. | > 
Ja order that the freemen of this (tate might 
enjoy ‘the benefit of election as equally ax may be, - 
each town within this fate, that .coníits. 
er may confit of eighty -taxable inhab:- . 
tanta, within one fepteoary or feven years next, 
after the eftablifhing this eonftitution, may hold 
elections therein, and choofe each two repre-- 
fentatives ; and each other inhabited town ia this. : 
ftate, may, in like manner choofe each one rep+; ^ 
refentative, to reprefent them in general aflembly, 
during the faid -feptenary or. feven years , and. 
„after that each inhabited town may, in like man 
ner hold fueh election, and chaofe each one re- ` 
prefentative forever thereafter; — s 00 


SECTION VIII. "TE 
"The houfe of repreteotatives: of the freemen-. 
of this fate, fhall-confift of períons molt nored.. 
for wifdom and virtue, to be chofen by ballot, by 
the freemen of every town in this ftare, refpec- .— 
tively, on the firft Tueíday of September annu- 
ally, forever. — E ee 


de 
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SECTION IX, > 

The reprefentatives fo cholen (a majority e£. - 
whom fhall coní..:ute'a quorum for tranfacting : 
any other bufineís than raifing a ftate tax, for . 
which two thirds of the members elected hall be. 
prefent) fhail meet on the fecond Thurfday of- 
the fucceeding October, and fhall be filed tbe | 

| E 2. a — general 


Es p AS | 
eneral affembly of le Büro öf Firont : they thal 
ave power tó choole their fpeaket, fecretary of 

fate, their eleik. and other neceflary officers of 
the houfe, fit on their own adjournménts—pre< 
pate bils and enact diem into laws-—judge of 
the elections and qualifications et theit own 
members : they may expel. member’, but not: 
- for caüfes koown to their conftituents. antéced- 
enc to their election : they may adininifle® oaths 
and affirmations in matters depending before: 
them,—redre(s grievañces, impeach tate, erimi 
nals,—grant charters of incorporation, --cóniti- 
tute towns, boroughs, cities and coudties ; they 
fay annvally, ia the firit feffion after their elec. 
tion, and at other times when vacaneies happen, 
choofe delegates to congrefs, and „hall alfo, in 
conjunêtion with:the council annually (or oftener 
if need bé) elect judges of the fupreme and fev- 
* teral county and probate courts, fhériffá and jufti- 
ces of the peace; and alin with the council, may 
ele& major generals and brigadier generals, from 
time to time, as often as there (hall beoccafion ; - 
and they fhall have all other powers neceffary fot 
` the legiflature of a free and fovereigo Rate : but 
they fhall have no' power to add to, alter, abolifh, 
or infrinng an part of this conftitution. * . 


‘SECTION X. 

The fuptenie executive council of this fate, 
Ihall confift of à goversor, lieutenant “governor, 
and‘twelve perfons chofer in the following inan- 

ner 


TJ eee UAM T 
nery vz. The freemen of each town fhal!, on the. . 
. - day of the election for choofing reprefentatives, ` 

to attend. the general affembly, bring in their 
_ votes for-governor, with his name fairly written, 
to the contable, who. hall feal. them up and - 
write on them votes for tbe governor, and deliver 
them to the reprefentative chofen to attend ‘the - 
general affembly ; and at the opening of the ge- 
neralaffembly there (hall: be a committee sp- 
pointed, out of the council and affembly, who, - 
after being duly. fworn- to the faithful dileharge . _ 
of their cruft, fhall proceed to receive, fort and 
count the votes for the governor, and declare the 
perfon who has the major part of the votes, to be 
governor for the year- enfüiag. ^ And if there be 
no choice made, then the council and general af. . 
fembly, by their joint ballot, thall make choice 
of a governot. The lieutenant governor and 
treafurer fhall bé chofen in the manner above di- | 
rected. ` And each freeman hall: give in twelve 
votes for twelve councillors, in the fame manner; 
and the twelve higheft in nomination fhall fetve- 


4, 


for the enfuing year as councillors. 


| SECTION. XI. - ag, ee 
“The governor, and in his abfence the lieuten- 
ant governor, with the council’ (a major part of 
whom including the governor, or lieutenant go- 
vernor, (hall be a quorum to’ tranfa& bufinefs) 
fhall bave power to commiffionate all officers— 
and alfo to appoint officers, except where provi- : 

— : ^ fon 


e 
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fion ie, or fhall be otherwife made, by law of 
this frame of goverament,—and (hall fupply- 
every vacancy in any office, occafioned by death 
or otherwife, until the office can be filled in the 
manner directed by law or this conftitution. 


They are tp correfpond with other (tates, tranf 
a& bufinefs with officers of government civil and 
military—sod to prepare {uch bufinefs as may 
appear to them neeeffary to lay before the genera 
al affembiy, They thall ficas judges to hear 
and determine on impeachments, taking to their 
aib ance, for advice only, the judges of the fu- 
preme court. And (hall have power to grant 
pardons and remit fines, in all cafes whatloever, 
¿except in treafon and murder, in which they 
Shall have power to graat reprieves, but not to 
pardon, until after tue end of the next feffioo of 
aflembly ; and except in cafes of impesehmen:, 
in which there (hall be no remiffion, or mitiga- . 
tion of puñifaraeas, bot by act of Tegiflation, 


They are alfo to take care that the laws be faith- 
iuily executed, They are to expedue the execu- 
tion of fuch meafures as may be refolved upon 
by the general aff2cibly, And they may draw 
upon the treafury for iach fosos as may be ap- 
proprinted by the houle of reprelatarives, 
They may allo icy embargoes, or prokibtt-che ex- 
. portation of ary commodity, for any time not 
exceeding thirty days, in the recefs of the houfe 

? : only. 


only, They may grant fach licences as Mall be * : 
«direéted by law ; and: half have power to call + 


together the general affembly, when nec: Mary, be- 
fore the day to which: they hall Rand adjourn- 


éd. The governor (hall be captain gererat and `- 


commander in chief of the forces of the fate, 
but fhall not command in períon, except adviled 


thereto by the council, and then only fo long as - 


they (hall approve thereof, Aud the ligutegant 
governor fhall, by virtue of his office, be^ ieure- 
nant general of all the: forces of the tlare, The 


governor, or lieutenant governor; and the coun« 
cil hal) meet at the time and place with the ge-- 
neral effembly : the ‘lieutenant poverner fhall, 


during the prefence of the commander in chief, 
vote and act as one of the council : and the go- 


verhor, and in his abfence the lieutenant govern- 


cr, (hail, by virus of their cfüces, prefide in 
council, aud bave a cafimg but. no other vote, 
Every member of the council Mall be a juttice 
of the prace for the -whole Cate, by virtue of 


his office, The governor and ecuncil (hall have. 
a fecretary, and keep fair books of cheir pros - 


céedings, wherein any councillor may enter his 
diffent, with his reafors to fupport ie ` 

SECTION Xii. RES. 

The reprefeacatives having met, and choka 

their fpeaker aud clerk, Mall cach of them bee. 

fore they proceed to bufineis, tebe and fubleave 
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as well the oath or affirmation of allegiance beree. 
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me 


- 68 


in after directed. (except where they fhall pro: 
duce certificates of their having theretofore tak- 
enand fubleribed the fame) as the following: 
oath or affirmation, viz, | 


ou me comemos ide folemnly fwear (or af- 
Ärm) that as a member of this affembly you, will not. 
propofe or affent to any bill, vate, or refolation, which 
foall appear to you injurious to the people, nor do or 
confent to any al or thing whatever, that fball bave, 
a tendency to lefjen or abridge their rights and priu- 
ileges. as declared by the confttiution of ibis Rate, 
but will, in all ibings, eondu? yourfelf as a faith- 
ful. benci reprefentativa, and guardian of the peo- 
ple, according ta the bef of your judgment and abil- 
ities. (in cais ot an oath) fo belp you God. 
(And in cafe of an affirmation) under the pains 
and penalties of perjury, 


“And each member betere he takes his feat. 
hall make and fubfcribe the following declara», 
c, HON, VIZ — 


You de believe in one Ged, the eveator and gov. 
ernor of tbeunivesfe, tbe rewarder of the good and 
the punifber 67 ibe wicked. And you do ackowledge 
the fc sptures of the old and new tefament ie be 
given by divine infpiration, and own amd prafe/s. 
the proteffani religion. - i 


And 


f . PR Ww i 
And no hartas or other religious teft (hall 

ever hereafter berequired of any civil officer or 

'magiftrate i in this fae. S 


o SECTION XH. DE 
The doors of the houfe in which: the general 
affembly of this commonwealth fhall fir, hall 
be open for the admiffion of all perfons.- who 
behave decently, except only when the weltate 
of the Dare may require them to be hat. - 


SECTIÓN XIV. . 

The votes and proceedings of the general af- 
fembly ‘hall be printed (when one third of the 
members think it neceffary) as foow as conyeni- 
ently may be after the end of each feífion, with . 
the yeas and nays on any queftion, when requir- 
ed by any member ( except where the votes fhall 
be taken by ballot) in which cafe every member . 
fhall have a right to infert the Faune of his vote 
upon the minutes. . ^ o, i 


SECTION XV. 
The (tile of the laws of this Rate in future ` 
to be pzffed, Mall be, Jt is bereby euaied by the l 
general affembly of the fate of Vermont. 


; SECTION XVI, 

To the end that laws. before they: are ‘enadted 
may be more maturely confidered, and the in- 
conyenience of halty determinations as much as 

| - a 
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poffible prevented, all bills which originate in 
the effzwbly fhall be laid before the governor 
and council for their revifian and c«ncurrence, 
or propofals of amendment ; who fhall return 
the fame to the affembis, with their propofals of 
amendment, if any, in writing ; and if the fame - 
are not agreed to'by the affembly, it Mall be in 
the power of the governor and council to fuf- 
rend the paffing of fuch bills until che next fefe 
fions of the legiflature. Provided, That if the 
governar and council fhal: neglect or refufe to 
re urn any fuch bill to the affembly, with write 
tez propofals of amendment, within five days, 
cr before che rifing of the legiflature, the fame 
“thall become a law, | 


SECTION XVIL 
No perfon oughtin aay cale, or in any time, 
to be deciared.guiliy of treaton er felony by the 
leg {lature 


SECTION XVIII. 

Every mao, of the fall age of twenty one 
years, having re(ided in this Rate for the fpace 
of one whole year next before the election ot re- 
prelentarives, and is of a quist and peaceable 
behaviour, and will take the following oath or 
affir:nation, hall be entitled to all the privileges 
of a freeman of this kare, | o 7 


Ton 
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Yiu folemuly fetar (or affirm) that whenever 
jou give your vote er fujfrage, touching. any matter 
“bat concerns the flate of Vermont, you will doit jo 


as in your conference you [ball judge wil} mof conduce, 
to the beft good of the fame, as ejffabifeed by the com 


Diwas, without fear or favour of any man., e 


- SECTION XIX. | e 


The inhabitants of this ‘commonwealth "hat 


be trained and armed for its defence, under fuch 
regulations, reftriótioos and exceptions as the 
general affemibly hail by law direét, The fev- 
eral companies of militia hall, as often as vacan- 
cies happen, elect their captain and other inferi- 

“orofficers; aud the captains and fubalterns fhalt 
nominate and recommend che field officers of 
their refpective regiments who hall appoint their 
ftaff officers. 


SECTION :XX- 

All commiffions fhal bein the hame of the 
freemen of the ftate of Vermont, fealed with the 
ftate feal, figned by the governor, and.in his ab- 
fence the leutenant governor, and attéfted by 
the fecretary 5. which feal hall be kept y the 
council, i . 

SECTION XXI. | 

Every officer ot fate, whether judicial or ex- 
ecutive, fhall be hable to be impeached by the 
general affcmbly, either when in office or atte? 

his 


7 


ya . "LS . 
his refignation, or removal, for-mal.adminifira- 
tion, All impeachments fhall be be:ore the ga 
vernot, or lieutenant governor and council, who : 
fhall hear and determine the fame apd may. a 
ward colts, . | | 


SECTION XXIL -~ 

As every freeman, to preferve his independ. 
ence, (if withovta fufficient eftate): ought-to 
have fome profeffion, calling, trade, or farm, : 
whereby he may honeftiy fubfift, there can, be 
no necefüty For, nor ule in eftablihing offices 
~ ef profit, the ufual effects of which are depend- 
ence and fervility ‘unbecoming freemen in the 
poflefiors or expeétants., faction, contention, 
corruption and diforder, among the people. 
"But if any maa is called into public fervice to 
the prejudice of bis private affairs, he bas a 
right to a reafonable compenfation ; and whene- 
ver an office, through increafe of fees- or other- 
wife, bécomes fo profitable as to occafion many 
to apply for it, the profits ought to be leffened 
by the legiflature, And if. any officer (hall cake 
greater or other fees than the laws allow him, ei 
ther directly or indiredtly, it Mall ever after dif. 
quality him from holding any office in this Rate, 


SECTION XXIII. 

No perfon in this ftate fhail be capable of 
holding or exercifing more than one of the fol- 
lowing offices at the fame time, viz. governor, 

| lieutenant 


aat prms, judge of the fiúpreme court; 


a 


. treafuret. 5 
member of thë general afembly, farveyor gen 


the ftate, member of the council, 
eral, or herif. ` 


‘SECTION XXIV, 
The treafuret of the fate (hall, before ihe go- 
vernor and council, give fufficient fecurity to.the 
Secretary of the ftate in behalf .of the general, 


“afíembly ; and each high fherjff before the firk ` 


judge ot the county. court, to the treafurer of 
their refpe&ive counties, previous to their refe 
pe&ively entering upon the execution of ‘their 


offices, in fuch manner, and in fuch, fems- as 


fhall be directed by the legiflature, - | 


- - SECTION XX. | 
The treafuret’s accounts fhall be annually at au- 
dited, and a fair ftate thereof laid before the ge- 
neral 'affembly, at their feffion i in. Odober. o 


SECTION - XXVI. 


Every officer, whether judicial, executive, or 


military, in authority under this ftate; before he 


‘enters upon the execution of his office; hall take 


and fubfcribe the following oath or affirmation of- 
allegiance to this ftare (unleís he hall produce 
evidence that he has before taken the fame) and 
alfo the following oath or affirmation’ of office, 
(except fuch as ball be exempted by the legif- 
lature) viz. m E 

K |. The 
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_ The oath or affirmation pf allegiahee. Yous 

do folemnly fwear Cor affirm) thatyou «ill. be true: 

and faithful to tbe fiate of Vermont, and- that sim: 
will not, direéily or indiretly, do any att “or: thing: 

Injurivus to the conflitution.ongovernment thereof, as: 

eflablifped by convention. (It an va b:) fa. belp-yon- 

God. (if an affirmation) -under the pains. and pé- - 
malties of perjury... s mE 


The oath or affirmation of office, -You —— 
do folemnly fwear, tor affirm). that you will faith- 
folly execute. the office of ——— for the ——— of. 
y and will iberein do equal right.and juice: — 
to all men, to the bef of your judgment and abilities, — 
according to law. (fan oath) fo belp you God. 
(1t an affirmation) under: the» pains and penalties 
ef -perjury. = e 
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SECTION XXVIL — 

Any delegate to-congrefs may be fuperceded: 
at any time,- by the..generab afflembly appointing 
another in his ftead. No man hall be: capable 
of being adelegate to reprefent this ftate' in con- 
greís for more than threeyears in any térm;of fix: 
years; andno perfon.who holds, any. office-in 
‘the gift of congrefs, fhall, during the time.bf his: 
holding fuch office, be elected so .seprefenc this 

Tate la, cong els, - 4t 8 


HA 


SECTION.. 


. SECTION XXVII Aem 
Trials of iffues, proper for the cognizance, of. 
a jury, In the fupreme and county courts, Mall. 


be by jury, except where parties orberwife agrees — 
and great care ought to be taken to prevent cor. 


ruption ar partiality. in thg choice. and, return or 
appointment óf- Juries, * 


SECTION . XXI o = 


All profecutions fhall commence by the aus ^. 


ya 


thority of the fate of Vermont,—all indictments - 


fhall conclude with thefe words—againit the 
peace and dignity. ef-the fare, And all fines 
tel be proportionate ri to the: offences, - 


SECTION XXX, 

The períon of a“debter, where there . is mt 
ftrong prefumption of fraud, (ball not be eonti- 
nued in prifon after delivering up and affigning 
over, dona fide, all his eftate, real and psrional, in 
_ Pofeffion, reverfion. or reajainder, for the ufe of 
^ his creditors, in fuch manner as (hall be hereaf- 
ter regulated. by Jaw; And all prifoners, uo- 
leía in.execution, or committed for. capital- of- 


fences, when the proof is evident .or "prelump=. 


tion great, Shall be bailable by fuficient [ureties y 
nar hall .exceffive ai de esse. for wisis 


. offences. 


' SECTION XXXI. Da 
E T elit wish d the people. or de 
general. 
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general iff-mbly; fhalt be by ballot, free and vo : 


luntary : and any ele&or, who (hall receive any 
gift or reward for his vote, in meat, drink, ajo- 


nies or otherwife, fhall forfeit bis right to ele&t at 
that time, and fuffer fuch other penalty as the 
Jaw (hall dire& ; andany perion who fhall, di. 
re&ly or indire&ly, give, promife or beftow any 
fuch rewards to be elected, fhail thereby be ren- 
dered incapable to ferve for the enfujng year, 
and-be. jubject to füch further punifiment asa, 
future legiflature (hall direct. i - 


SECTION XXXIL | 
All deeds and conveyances of land fhall be 


recorded in the town clerk's office in their- re- 


fpective towns ; and, for want thereof in the 
county clerk’s office of the fame county. -` 


SECTION XXXIII. : 


N 


The legiflature hall regulate entails in fuch | 


` manner as to prevent perpetuities. 


: "SECTION XXXIV- 7 
To deter more effeétually trom the commiffion 


of crimes, by continued vifible punifhment of | 


long duration, and to make fanguinary punith- 
ment leís neceffary, means ought to be provided 
for punifhing by hard labour thofe who fball be 
conviâed of crimes not ‘capital, whereby the 
criminal. fhall be employed for the benefit of the 


_ publicy-or for the reparation of injuries done. to 


- private 


rivate qerfons.: + and all perfons at proper times 
E ent to. be permitted to fee them at ‘their. labour. 


SECTION XXXI.. 


The effates offuch perfons as may deitroy their | 


‘owa lives, hall not; for that offence; be forfeit- 
wd, buedefcend or: afcend | in the fame: manner aë 


if fuch. pertons had died in a natural way.- Nor . 
fhall any: article, which fhall accidentally occa-. +. 


fion the death ot any perfon, be benceforth deems 
ed a deodand, or in:any wife: forfeited, “on aCe 
count of fuch misfortune. . 


SECTION XXXVI. : 


- Every perfon, of good charséter, ‘Who come. 
to fetrle in this ftare, heving firit taken an ost. 
or affirmation of allegiance to the fame, may: ` 


purchafe, or byother juftmeans acquire, holdand 
tranísfer land, or other real eflate ; and after 


one year’s refidence fhall be deemed a free denia» 


en thereof, and entitled to all.rights of a natural 
born fubject of this fate, exce pt that he Mall 
not de capable of being ele&ed governor, lieute- 
nant governor, treafurer, couacilior, or feprefent- 


ative in affembly, until after two year "s refidenet, l 


SECTION XXXVI... 


| p inhabitants ot this (tate fhall have: bent 


in fegfonable times, to bunt and fowl on the 
lands they hold, and on other lands not enclofed 3 


and i in like E te Bhi in all bdarable and.o- ` 


> ther 
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ther waters; not private property, under propes 
regulations, to he hereafter.made and provided. 
by the generat affembly. | 


a J SECTION XXXVHL. . | 

-Laws for the encoóragemeatc ‘of virtue aod: 
prevention of vice and immorality, ought to ba. 
conftantly kept in force, and duly executed : and. 
a.competent number of fchools onght to be 
maintained in gach town, for che conventent in- 
fttuctiod of york: and one or more, grammar 

fchools be incorporated. and: properly: fnpportgd,. 
in each county inthis tate. And all religious 
fosieties, or badiés of. men, tliat may be he: eaf- 
ter united or incorporated for the advancemeat 
of religion and learning, or for other pious and 
chatitable purpofes, (hall be encouraged and pros 

teged ini the enjoyment of the privileges, ima 

munities and eftates, which they in joflice ought. 
te'enjoy, under tuch regulations as the general ale. 
fembiy of this fate fhall direct, ; 


+". SECTION XXXIX. 

- The declaration of the poles: rights and pri-. 
vileges of che inhabitants of this ftace, is heréby. 
declared to be a part of the canftitution of this ` 
‘commonwealth; and ought not to be. violated 
en any pretence wliasfoever, . AM 

=. 

. SECTION XL; , 

In order that the freedom of this commons, 

l wealth 


- 


— 


wealth may be preferved inviolate-forever, share 

Shall be chofeo, -by ballot, by the- freemensof thii 

face, on the lat Wednefday .in .March, - in- she 

year one thoufand,-feven hundred and.cightyfiçê, 

and oa the lat Wednefday in March. in-eyery 
feven years» thereafter, thirteen’ períong, who — 
fhall be chofen in the dame manner the council. — - 
de chofen, except they. fhall -not be que ofi the > > 
gpuncil or general adembly ;-to be.caled.:he 
council of ceofors ; who (hall meer-togerher-os 

the firt Wedoefday of June next.enfuing their — 

Election, the majority,of whom.fhall.be;a quo. 

f tum in every cale, except as to calling.a:consen- 
Ks in which two thirds of. the.whal 
eketed (hall spree : and whofe.:dury JOE! be 
té enquire, whether tht. conftitution -har been 
peferved inviolate-in every; part during ; thedak 
fptenary, (including the yaar of their feryice y) 
aid-whether the legiflative and execurive;brançh- 
tiof.goveroment have performed Meir dutyyrë .. 
guardians of. the. pepple,or allumed ro md aa 
or exercifed, other, Or greater powers thang eo: 
entitled to bythe conftitation—"shey ars. aa fo” A 
'nquire, whether the public taxes have been juft- 

and collected, incall Sis oí: commen. | 

in what manner the public aygnies: have 
ben led-ef ; and whether thala @ fave jeen 
duly ixecuted. For thefe purpofes they hall have - 
powf tofend tor perfons, papers, & records : they 

fhalhave authority to país publiegenfures, to ors * 

der impeachmeñts, arid to recommend. to the legs ` 

>. | ix | iflature 


E 


m  MosméikcumsoN, SEN 9 


| 
E E E "E E ies 
f | c. Ñ 
: 


SE "E fuch ias dal ape «i 
qhem.to ee go nailed, contrary to she my 
ciples of the 'conftiturion > Thefe, papers they 
Shall concinit to have-for nd during the me: 7 
of one year fro: the day sof theif -e eiin an 
"ho doner: Tbe (ad comic of cer fh it 

Yo have: ‘power’ to: call a convention, "m po 
within two Yeats after their fiitiog,: at: grep 
‘pracé tn them da ablolute neceffity of dass 
aay árucle-ot shietunttitation which may Bede 

ive; explasisina Mch. ar may be thought: 

elege exptelled—and of adding fuch ag sem 
cefary for tbe prefervation of che.righis zii SF 
Pinel or fhe people; “But thé "ürticles to bo 
“mena... skid the. atiegdantaws propéies, ^ 
fuch as iili as are propóted to -be added gt a 
ilha, h.e promulgared ar leat Gx a 
before the K appointed: fôr the elechión GF fich 
convention, ` ge Dnu conned tion af 
= people es! ey day bare aa epoca 
ud dere des. d agi op on 


dy ordei of mos venció: “Joly ghe 1786, 
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